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EDITOR’S NOTE 
 This fall, the Boston College Law School community became em-
broiled in an impassioned debate over same-sex marriage. This discus-
sion arose from Professor Scott FitzGibbon’s appearance in television 
and radio advertisements that argued for the repeal of a Maine state 
law legalizing same-sex marriage. The ads received national publicity 
and provoked discussion both inside and outside the BC Law commu-
nity. Fearing that the controversy might make gay and lesbian students 
feel alienated, the BC Law community strived to make students of every 
sexual orientation feel welcomed.1 In response to the ads and the reac-
tion of students and faculty, Dean Garvey wrote an open letter noting 
that principles of academic freedom allow professors to express their 
individual views, even if they are controversial ones—a tenet central to 
legal education.2
 No venue has been more genuinely devoted to the free exchange 
of ideas than the Boston College Third World Law Journal. Thirty years 
prior to this fall’s debate over the equality of marriage, thirty-five Bos-
ton College Law students from the school’s Asian-American, Black-
American, and Latino law student associations published the first issue 
of the Journal to encourage the dissemination of scholarly views, many 
of which the legal and academic communities had not previously es-
poused.3 Striving to create a dialogue that would broaden the frontiers 
of legal thought, these editors sought to create a legal publication high-
lighting the legal struggles of various underrepresented groups.4 Since 
then, the Journal has consistently evolved to address current issues that 
directly affect members of the BC Law community.5
                                                                                                                      
 
1 For example, a majority of faculty members signed a statement which reaffirmed 
“their belief in the equality of all . . . students. . . . [and] commitment to making our insti-
tution a welcome and safe place for all students, including LGBT students.” Statement of 
Individual Faculty and Administrators at Boston College Law School (Sept. 18, 2009) (on 
file with author). 
2 See Letter from John Garvey, Dean, Boston Coll. Law Sch., to Members of the Boston 
College Law School Community (Sept. 16, 2009) (on file with author). 
3 See From the Editors, 1 B.C. Third World L.J. 1, 1 (1980). 
4 See Bernard W. Greene, Toward a Definition of the Term Third World, 1 B.C. Third 
World L.J. 13, 25 (1980). 
5 The Journal has addressed changes in immigration law after September 11 and the 
controversial choice of Michael Mukasey as graduation speaker. It was founded and con-
tinues to be “a dynamic, evolving scholarly journal that addresses issues of importance to 
people and issues often not fully covered in more mainstream legal publications.” See Mau-
rice Hope-Thompson, Charles E. Walker, & Bernard W. Greene, Observations and Re-
1 
2 Boston College Third World Law Journal [Vol. 30:1 
 In light of the recent debate over same-sex marriage, the Third 
World Law Journal, on its thirtieth anniversary, reaffirms its mission to 
argue for the underrepresented in the legal community. Each of the 
articles in this volume advocates for a specific population, but all repre-
sent a contribution to the scholarly dialogue that gives a voice to those 
whom the legal system typically overlooks or neglects.6 Today, the pubil-
cation that originally reflected its founding editors’ mission continues 
to preserve an academic forum that recognizes equality under the law 
for all—regardless of sex, race, sexual orientation, age, socioeconomic 
status, or ethnicity. 
Leslie Dougherty 
Editor-in-Chief 
Volume 30, Boston College Third World Law Journal 
                                                                                                                      
membrances, Introduction to the Anniversary Symposium for the Boston College Third World 
Law Journal, 26 B.C. Third World L.J. 3, 6 (2006). 
6 See Mark Strasser, Tribal Marriages, Same-Sex Unions, and an Interstate Recognition Co-
nundrum, 30 B.C. Third World L.J. 207 (2010), for an article especially relevant to the 
recent discussions in the BC Law community. 
